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A Position Statement    
by Bill Hodge 

 

Background 

 

1. The Association of Hebrew Catholics (AHC) began in New Zealand by Sister Mary of St. Joseph, an  

  Auckland Carmelite sister, organising (via a friend) a small interest group to meet monthly and pray    

  about the place of Jews in the Catholic Church. 

2. A small group of highly motivated and well informed young people met monthly at the Carmelite  

  Monastery in Mt Albert, and together, explored things Jewish in the context of the Church. 

3. They used to advertise their monthly meetings in the "N Z Catholic" with limited but significant  

  response. 

4. The group were involved in other apostolates and in fact this involvement led them to all take up  

  various pursuits as youth missioners in New Zealand and overseas, or to enter religious orders. 

5. When I came on the scene (in 2011) the members of the group were already in transition to other  

  causes. 

6. Sister Mary of St. Joseph asked me to assume responsibility for the AHC in New Zealand. I  

  continued meeting with the small number of young people remaining, until the last went overseas to  

  a religious order. Since then we decided to make preparation for a new approach to the community  

  which takes into account:— 

— The generally decreasing membership of people in religious  

  movements; 

— the significant decline in active Church membership of most  

         denominations in New Zealand. 

7. During the first year of my involvement, I corresponded frequently with David Moss, the president  

  of the AHC in St. Louis, U.S.A. He is the head of the Association in the USA. Despite our small  

  numbers David Moss asked me to be President of the New Zealand Branch of AHC. David saw in  

  our communications the opportunity to do this as a first step towards mobilising interest in building  

  the AHC, as well as a better understanding among New Zealanders of the Hebrew Catholic 

 perspective. 


